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GOOTTER FOUNDATION HONORS MR. KC AN

John Jay, KC An, Paulette & Joe Gootter,
Luis Gonzalez

The 15th annual Gootter Grand Slam
was held on February 7th, 2020 at
the Westin La Paloma. More than 350
people attended the event, featuring
silent and live auctions, wonderful
food, music and dancing. The 2020
Philanthropic honoree was KC An
who is no stranger to heart disease
and sudden cardiac death. Mr. An’s
grandfather, father, and 6 of his 7
brothers have died from cardiac arrest.
Mr. An suffered from a cardiac arrest at
age 57 and was resuscitated by an AED.

Terrance Cheung, TPD Chief Chris Magnus,
Victoria & Matt Ronstadt

Pat Ballard, Jane Kivel, Cyndi Ashton,
Joann Zirkle

Priscilla & Gordon Ewy, Lori Mackstaller,
Ginny Clements (seated), Lex Sears,
Neelam & Gulshan Sethi, Fletcher McCusker,
Tom Rogers (standing)

David & Ellen Goldstein, LaDonna &
Rob Aronoff

SAVE THE DATE!

Join us online April 30, 2021 at 6 PM for a
special virtual gala program and auction.

GOOTTER AED DONATIONS
CONTINUE TO SAVE LIVES
The Steven M. Gootter Foundation continues to provide
Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs) to non-profit
organizations in Southern Arizona. To date, we have
distributed more than 350 to first responders (lawenforcement vehicles), local area schools, places of worship,
and other Southern Arizona non-profit organizations that did
not have these life-saving devices. AEDs have the capacity
to rapidly resuscitate those suffering from ventricular
fibrillation cardiac arrest and can be deployed by lay public
rescuers as well as professional emergency responders.
Minutes count and an AED can be the difference not
only between life and death, but importantly for a victim
resuming a high quality life with normal brain function.
We are excited to announce that the Public Safety
Communications Department began simultaneous
broadcasting of cardiac emergency calls on Tucson Fire
and Tucson Police frequencies. Since TPD officers have all

Staff members at the Nogales location of the Community Food Bank of
Southern Arizona

been trained in compression-only CPR and have access
to Gootter Foundation-donated AEDs in the field, there
are times when they will be able to reach the patient and
begin life-saving measures before Tucson Fire Department
arrives. When minutes mean the difference between death
and survival, it only makes sense to have this capability.
This initiative will greatly strengthen the chain of survival
and make a Tucson a safer community.

THE GOOTTER FOUNDATION FUNDS
TIMELY COVID-19 RESEARCH
To fulfill the mission of The Steven M. Gootter Foundation and tackle the biggest
global health challenge of the century, we recently awarded a seed grant to The
Stanford Cardiovascular Institute where they are using pluripotent stem cells to
determine whether certain drugs have an adverse effect on the heart. This technique
will determine whether drugs that are being used to treat COVID-19 can cause
sudden cardiac death in patients with the most common inherited heart diseases. This
important work can save the lives of patients with Long QT Syndrome, Hypertrophic
Cardiomyopathy, and Dilated Cardiomyopathy that come down with COVID-19.

Joseph C. Wu, MD, PhD,
Director of the Stanford
Cardiovascular Institute

The Steven M. Gootter Foundation is dedicated to saving lives by defeating Sudden Cardiac Death through
increased awareness, education, scientific research and the distribution of AEDs. The Steven M. Gootter
Foundation works to increase awareness of Sudden Cardiac Death among those who may be at risk, fosters
education among the public and health care professionals, and funds scientific research into the causes of and
treatments for Sudden Cardiac Death.
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